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Greetings from YMCA School! Over this past year, I have personally 
witnessed how our students have enriched themselves and lived out the 
school values of Compassion, Servant Leadership, Honesty, Accountability, 
Respect and Excellence by reaching out to the beneficiaries and touching 
lives through their participation in a myriad of school activities, like the 
YMCA Flag Day, YMCA Proms @ the Park and the YMCA Silver Fiesta. 

This good work would not have been possible without the hard work  
and dedication of all the teachers and staff. I would like to take this  
opportunity to shout out a big ‘THANK YOU’ to all my colleagues from the 
bottom of my heart.  You are amazing!

In this message, I would like to share a true story after a long personal 
deliberation which I hope will be an encouragement and blessing to you. 

I know of a man who is happily married and has a 4 year-old son.  One 
day, tragedy struck him like a bolt of lightning. His wife injured her spine 
in a car accident and it left her paralysed. This man suddenly became a 
single-income father who had to put food on the table and take care of 
both his son and wife. 

Before the accident, the man used to complain about the workload of  
his job all the time, feeling that his job was demanding more than a  
24-hour day could accommodate. Therefore, taking on more chores would 
have been impossible. To his surprise, today he is able to accommodate a 
lot more. 

This man’s attitude changed dramatically when life handed him a  
paralysed wife and a young son who needed his undivided attention.  
What was previously impossible was now possible. By cutting out  
useless routines such as watching TV and going for drinks after work, he 
recovered so much time that he could take care of not one but two very 
precious people in his life. 

This story proves that it is counter-productive to doubt your own abilities. 
By focusing on what is possible and changing your attitude  
towards life, what seems impossible will gradually become a possibility. It 
is my hope and desire that all of us can have a positive attitude towards 
all our undertakings and I am confident that we will see success in all that 
we do!

On behalf of the teachers and staff of YMCA School, I wish all of you a 
blessed holiday with your family and loved ones.

Vice Principal’s 
Message

No part of this publication may be  
produced in whole or part without 

prior permission. For enquiries, please 
email us at: eductr@ymca.edu.sg
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Far left: Secondary 2 Excellence 
students on stage leading the 
assembly in a dance item

Left: Students at the assembly

Left above: Tributes written by staff and 
students presented on two boards 

Above and left: Class representatives in 
attendance at the Istana tribute corner

On 8 August 2016, YMCA School  
students, teachers and staff  
assembled to celebrate our Nation’s 
51 years of independence at the 
YMCA Lee Kong Chian Auditorium. 
The ceremony kicked off with the  
national anthem and pledge taking. 

This was followed by a segment of 
“Recollections” which touched on 
Singapore’s history.  It was recited 

by our Principal, Vice Principal and 
Mr Valentino Chan. Students from 
the 11-month and 22-month  
programme also shared their  
reflections on their study  
experience in Singapore.  

What is a National Day celebration 
without songs? The whole school 
sang heartily to popular National 
Day songs like “Home” and “One 

2016 National Day Observance Ceremony

On 24 August 2016, selected  
student representatives from YMCA 
School paid tribute to the late 
former President Mr S R Nathan 
at the tribute corner outside the 
Istana, who passed away on 22  
August at the age of 92. 

The students presented two  
tribute boards penned by YMCA 
School students, teachers and  
staff, who then dropped off the  
condolence cards into the  
designated boxes outside the Istana. 

YMCA School would like to thank  
Mr S R Nathan for his contributions 
to Singapore.  
- William Tan

Paying tribute to Mr S R Nathan

People, One Nation,  
One Singapore.” 

In the last part of the  
ceremony, Ms Kelly Huang  
together with her students 
from Secondary 2 Excellence 
led the audience in a dance 
item to the tune of the 2016 
National Day theme song, 
“Tomorrow’s Here Today”.    
- Amos Lee
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YMCA School students had the opportunity to play their favourite 
sports and compete amongst one another in various games on 15 
July 2016.

More than 100 students gathered at St Patrick’s School for the event. 
Despite the light drizzle at the start of the event, it did not dampen 
the mood of the students.

Indoor games were carried out at the school hall. These included 
futsal, relay matches and the dodge ball challenge. The event  
culminated on a high note, with a prize presentation to the  
winners by the Principal and the Assistant General Manager of YMCA 
Education Centre. 

It was truly a memorable experience for all our students and staff. 
Everyone was in high spirits and it was a good time of bonding.  
- Valentino Chan

YMCA School Sports Day 2016

Top: Principal presented medals to 
winners of the dodge ball challenge

Above: Warm up exercises 

Left: Students getting ready for the 
dodge ball challenge

Bottom: Winners posing for a  
photo with teachers at the School 
Sports Day 



5
YM

C
A

 N
EW

SLETTER
N

O
V

 2016

Left: Students sheltering the  
elderly from the heat
 
Below: Our students interacting 
with the elderly

Hiroshima Peace Lanterns
This year marks the 71st  
Anniversary of the Hiroshima  
bombing. As part of YMCA School’s 
efforts to commemorate the event, 
students expressed their ideas  
of peace through the making  
of lanterns.

Many creative designs were formed 
and the completed lanterns were 
sent to YMCA Hiroshima. 

The peace lanterns were brought to 
the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park 
on 6 August 2016 and were floated 
in the river as an expression of 
peace and solidarity.    
- Valentino Chan

YMCA Proms @ the Park 2016
On 16 July 2016, over 160 corporate 
volunteers, 500 beneficiaries from 
20 voluntary welfare organisations 
(VWOs) came together at the  
YMCA Proms @ the Park 2016 held 
at Empress Lawn for an afternoon  
of music and carnival games,  
a heritage trail and a concert with 
performances put up by home 
grown talents and  
YMCA performing groups.

On that bright and sunny afternoon, 
YMCA School students were  
assigned as befrienders to the  
elderly. They went to fetch the 
elderly from the various homes and 
accompanied them throughout the 
event. Our students had a fulfilling 
time playing carnival games  
together with the elderly and  
connecting with them.      
- T. K. Gunaseelan

Above right: Wang Zhuoyu 
with his artwork

Left: A mock-up of the 
peace lantern

Above: Artworks designed by  
our students

Students accompanying  
the elderly
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Glitzy, glamorous and glorious.  
These were some of the words that were used to  
describe the 11-month students during the Graduation 
Party on 7 October 2016 which was held at the YMCA 
Lee Kong Chian Auditorium.  

Fitting to the theme of the event, “Masquerade”, our 
students donned their masks and elegant gowns and 
tailored suits for a gleefully good time. 

Sebastian Boy from Compassion and Liu Jinming  
from Honesty rose to the occasion as the masters of 
ceremony for this event.

One of the highlights of the night was the selection of 
the best dressed male and female students. The prizes 
were bagged by Nicolaus Syaiful and Trieu Lan Anh, both 
from Compassion class.    

Students from the Guitar and Ukulele Club performed 
for the graduating students. Precious from Compassion 
class put up a solo dance item and Sebastian mystified 
everyone with his magic performance. There was a  
musical item by Ezra Bryan on the guitar with Gao  
Jiahao on the violin.  Sebastian Boy and Wang Zhuoyu 
put up an astounding performance with their singing 
and a showcase of their guitar skills. 

What would an event be like without well-coordinated 
music? Zeng Ruiqi from Patience was behind the scenes 
to ensure that the sound system was running smoothly.  

After all the performances, it was time for the Awards 
Ceremony. This ceremony serves to encourage our  
students who have shown excellent academic  
performance in 2016. 

Graduation Party 

Above: Students enjoying the food spread

Below: Compassion class students in a fun shot

Below right: Staff and students captured in a 
memorable shot
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The two categories of awards given out this year  
are as follows:

• Best Academic Performance (by subject) 

• Best Overall Academic Performance 

The awardees were all given certificates and shopping 
mall vouchers for their hard work. 

To all our graduands of 2016, we are proud of you and 
wish you all the best in your future endeavours. Do  
continue to connect with us and join our alumni.  You 
can send an email to eductr@ymca.edu.sg if you wish 
to be part of our alumni.  - Valentino Chan

Mdm Xiao Wei Xin striking a pose with  
the students

Best Academic Performance (by subject)

Subject Name of  
recipient

Class

English Language Sebastian Boy Compassion

Law Shu Ying 
Asta Dana

Compassion

Mathematics Hu Junmei Honesty
Li Jingjing Honesty
Zhou Hongyin Compassion

Additional  
Mathematics

Xu Qianying Compassion

Combined  
Humanities

Frewin Suriono Compassion

Principles of  
Accounts

Law Shing Fung Honesty
Zhou Hongyin Compassion

Combined  
Science

Nicolaus Syaiful Compassion
Zhou Hongyin Compassion
Law Shing Fung Honesty

Literature in 
Chinese

Zhang Jinqi Honesty
Yin Pengcheng Compassion
Du Yifeng Honesty

Chinese  
Language

Zhang Jinqi Honesty
Yin Pengcheng Compassion

Best Overall Academic Performance
Class Names
Compassion First in Standard Dai Yating

Second in  
Standard

Nicolaus Syaiful

Third in  
Standard

Zhou Hongyin

Our very own guitar and ukulele performers

Hosts Liu Jinming (left) and Sebastian Boy (right)



Above: Ezra Bryan and  
Huang Yuchun listening intently to 
the guide’s explanation 

Above right: Cai Jiahui participating 
in an interactive quiz

Above far right: At the theatre and 
getting ready to watch a 3D movie

Right: Joy class at the Army Museum
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Students from YMCA School went to 
the Singapore Discovery Centre on 
1 September 2016 as part of their             
annual learning journey. The        
students were treated to a guided 
tour of the Singapore Discovery 
Centre’s main galleries, where they 
enjoyed a light-hearted video “So 
Singapore” and a series of exhibits 
on significant events in Singapore’s 
history.  They then proceeded to  
the Army Museum to trace the  
developments of the Singapore 
Army. Students also had the  
opportunity to take a bus tour 
around the SAFTI Military Institute. 

Learning Journey to Singapore  
Discovery Centre

This bus tour brought students 
around the 98-hectare training 
ground for officers from  
Singapore’s Army, Navy and  
Airforce. The learning journey 
ended with a 3D documentary  
titled “Aircraft Carrier: Guardians  
of the Sea”. 

This learning journey further  
reinforced the students’ knowledge  
on Singapore’s history and  
development through experiential 
learning. It was a fun and  
meaningful outing for the students! 
- Kelly Huang



Bottom far left:  
Students taking a moment 
to remember

Bottom middle: Pichayaht 
assisting to set up the venue 

Bottom: Students putting on 
a sticker for identification

Top right: Students brainstorming

Right: Excellence class at the  
entrance of NEWater Visitor Centre
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With an emphasis on holistic  
education, YMCA School planned 
a learning journey to the NEWater 
Visitor’s centre for Secondary Two 
students on 22 July 2016. This visit 
forms part of the interdisciplinary 
project which aims to provide 
students with the opportunity to 
synthesise knowledge from various 
areas of learning, and critically and  
creatively apply it to real life  
situations. Students learnt about 
the value of water and how  
Singapore is able to obtain fresh 
water from sea water. Through the 
learning journey, the students had 
a better understanding of water 
conservation in Singapore. After the 
learning journey, the students had 

Learning Journey to the NEWater Visitor’s Centre  
for Secondary Two students 

YMCA Silver Fiesta, an annual 
event organised by YMCA of 
Singapore aims to celebrate the 
silver community through the 
engagement of youth volunteers 
from various schools and institu-
tions. This is done by promoting 
inter-generational bonding and an 
active-ageing lifestyle amongst the 
elderly through Arts and Cultural 
based programmes. 

YMCA Silver Fiesta 2016
This year’s event was held at the 
Toa Payoh HDB Hub on 29 and  
30 September 2016. Our students 
participated as befrienders to the 
elderly and were there to interact 
with them. From doing physical  
exercises to distributing goodie 
bags and lunch packs, our students 
were able to connect well with the 
elderly from various senior activity 
centres around the island. 
- T. K. Gunaseelan

to do a reflection and presentation 
with facilitation from their teachers. 

Wu Jiayong, the class monitor,  
commented, “I enjoyed the  
learning journey and I learnt that 
water is precious”. His classmate, 
Lau Tzu Tsun added, “I have learnt 
different ways of conserving water. 
The learning journey is really  
helpful for our project on  
water conservation.” 
- Kelly Huang
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2016 National Youth Achievement Award 
(NYAA)
The National Youth Achieve-
ment Award (NYAA) programme 
was introduced in 1992. It is a             
prestigious youth development 
programme targeting young  
people between the ages of 14 
and 25, which aims to develop 
personal qualities of self-reliance, 
perseverance and a sense of  
responsibility to oneself and  
to society. 

For the very first time this year, 
30 students from YMCA School 
received the NYAA-Bronze Award. 
They received their NYAA  
certificates from Mr Lo Chee Wen, 
General Secretary, YMCA of Singa-

Above: Mr Lo Chee Wen shares  
the importance of achieving the 
NYAA awards 

Below: NYAA awardees and staff at the 
presentation ceremony 

Above: Zhan Ge being presented the 
Bronze Award by Mr Lo Chee Wen

Left: Yin Pengcheng being awarded 
the Bronze Award

pore on 3 October 2016 and were 
treated to a sumptuous lunch  
reception after the award  
ceremony. We would like to 
congratulate all our NYAA Bronze 
Award recipients this year. 

Their achievement shows that our 
youths are not just pre-occupied 
with themselves, but do have the 
wider interest of the community 
at heart. As recipients of the  
NYAA Bronze Awards, they have 
undertaken a variety of challenges 
and fulfilled the requirements of 
the NYAA programme.  
- Alex Chin
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School Calendar of Events

All students are to note that the dates and events are correct at time of printing and should confirm with the school.  
*denotes tentative date (Please refer to the MOE website for AEIS details).

School Holidays 

Events Remarks Date 
New Year’s Day In lieu 1-2 Jan 2017 
Chinese New Year  28-29 Jan 2017 
Chinese New Year In lieu 30-31 Jan 2017 
Good Friday  14 April 2017 
Labour Day  1 May 2017 
Vesak Day  10 May 2017 
Hari Raya Puasa In lieu 26 Jun 2017 
 

Preparatory Class Schedule 

Term Event Date 

1 
Start of School Term 3 Jan 2017 
Test Week (Test 1) 23-27 Jan 2017  
Test Week (Test 2) 20-24 Feb 2017 
End of School Term 
S-AEIS 

10 Mar 2017 
23 Feb 2017* 

2  
Start of School Term 13 Mar 2017 
Test Week (Test 1) 3-7 April 2017 
Test Week (Test 2) 2-5 May 2017 
End of School Term 19 May 2017 

3 
Start of School Term 22 May 2017 
Test Week (Test 1) 12-16 Jun 2017 
Test Week (Test 2) 10-14 July 2017 
End of School Term 30 Jun 2017  

 

Academic Class Schedule 

Term Event Cohort Date 

1 
Polytechnic Open House 11-Month 6 Jan 2017 
Chinese New Year Party  10 Feb 2017 
Term Assessment 1 Acad 20-24 Feb 2017 
Meet the Parents / Guardians Prep & Acad 10 Mar 2017 
Term 1 Break  Acad 11-19 Mar 2017 
   

2 
   
School Adventure Camp Acad 5-7 April 2017 
Learning Journey 1  21 April 2017 
Semester Assessment 1 Acad English Oral 4 May 2017 
Semester Assessment 1 Acad 5-12 May 2017 
Marking Day Acad 15 May 2017 
Meet the Parents / Guardians 
Session 

Prep & Acad 26 May 2017 

Term 2 Break Acad 27 May – 25 Jun 2017 
 
 



One Orchard Road Singapore 238824

www.ymca.edu.sg
QQ: 1034729480

Skype: ymcaschool 

YMCA SCHOOL

Cert No.: EDU-2-2030
Validity: 16/12/2015 - 15/12/2019

YMCA Education Centre
A subsidiary of the YMCA of Singapore

Reg. No.: 201020152Z
Reg. Period: 12 Oct 2014 - 11 Oct 2018


