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Wild Wet Wonder 
Learning comes alive at Mount Ophir as we challenge 

our hearts, minds and bodies. 

   

 

   

    Travelling more than 210 kilometres away from Singapore, 

our YMCA School students indulged in our 3 day 2 night 

annual school camp at the Mount Ophir base camp from 9 to 

11 April 2014. Our students experienced lush flora and fauna 

and concocted simple noodles and egg in the wilderness. 

Some even experienced clear, clean and refreshing waters 

flowing in harmony as the crashing waterfall provided 

soothing piped-in music throughout Mount Ophir.(continued on 

page 2) 
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For many of our students, 

walking through a tropical 

rainforest was a new experience 

and getting used to the many 

mosquitoes that trailed them for 

a feast was shocking for some.  

With three groups heading off on 

different routes, we covered a 

foot trail over four kilometres 

long, ran through an obstacle 

course and even learnt to cook 

and set traps to capture small 

animals in the wild.  

The camp ended with a bang 

with the final campfire night. On 

the last day, we headed to 

Malacca for a quick lunch and 

bought many goodies before 

returning to Singapore.  

As part of our mission to provide 

a holistic education, this school 

camp provided much bonding 

between teachers and students 

as well as building rapport 

between students.  

Apart from the bonding, our 

school values were also 

emphasised with every 

challenge that students faced. It 

was a powerful learning 

experience for all teachers and 

students alike. Everyone walked 

away from the camp with a story 

to share. 

Check out our School Camp 

video at http://goo.gl/TfSlKl  

-- Abraham Ho 
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“It's not hard to make decisions when  
you know what your values are.”  

― Roy Disney 
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Climbing up a boulder Morning Exercise 

Cooking in the wild 

Reflection Time 

http://goo.gl/TfSlKl
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Principal’s Message 

In YMCA School, we 

aim to provide 

meaningful learning 

experiences for our 

students. Our focus 

is on a Student-

centric, Values-

Driven education.   

To cater to the diverse needs and 

abilities of the students, we are 

constantly reviewing our teaching 

approaches and resources to help the 

students to realise their full potential. 

The weekly CCAs and the adventure 

learning camp in Gunung Ledang 

(Mount Ophir), Johor, help to foster 

character and leadership 

development.  

There is explicit teaching of values in 

the messages during the weekly 

school assemblies. Apart from this, 

the teachers and school staff take 

every opportunity to seize teachable 

moments to remind the students of 

the school’s core values of 

Compassion, Servant Leadership, 

Honesty, Accountability, Respect and 

Excellence.  

The dedication and support of both 

the full-time teachers and associate 

teachers have made it possible for us 

to carry out the School’s various 

programmes and activities. 

We invite parents, guardians and 

partners to work hand in hand with us 

for the benefit of our students. 

Mrs Helen Tan 
Principal 

Galloping into an Amazing Year 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
From left to right - Ms Lynette Yeo (Assistant  General 
Secretary, Social Enterprises, YMCA of Singapore), Mr 
Alan Lim (Chinese Calligraphy Coach), Mrs Helen Tan           

(Principal) & Mr Jarrod Jonah Chee (Acting Vice Principal) 

In celebration of the season, Mr Alan Lim, our 

Calligraphy Club Coach, presented his art 

pieces comprising a couplet and a poem to 

YMCA School. We are truly appreciative and 

thankful to Mr Alan Lim, who has never failed 

to bless us with artistic gifts. 

A time of celebration 

 
Huang Wen Kai singing on stage 

It was a highly anticipated afternoon as our 
students gathered at the auditorium for the 
Chinese New Year Celebrations on 14 
February 2014.  (continued on page 4) 

YCONNECT | JUN14    PAGE 3 

 

“I speak to everyone in the same way, whether he is the 
garbage man or the president of the university.” 

― Albert Einstein 
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The Chinese New Year 

Party started with a 

series of energetic games 

that got all our students 

on their feet. In one of the 

group games, students 

pranced around with 

balloons attached to their 

ankles and had fun 

attempting to burst one 

another’s balloons. 

Our talented students 

also rose to the occasion 

and put up a concert 

fitting for the oriental 

mood of the day. Wen 

Kai opened the event 

with an oldie, pouring his 

heart and soul into the 

song. Lin Yuxun charmed 

her peers with grace and 

skill as she entertained 

everyone on the 

guzheng.  

The mini concert ended 

with a song, performed 

by a group from class 

Excellence, which was 

dedicated to the teachers 

and students. After the 

concert, the students 

were treated to a 

sumptuous tea break and 

even a bowl of glutinous 

rice balls symbolizing 

good health.  

-- Abraham Ho 
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“Truth never damages a cause that is just.” 
― Mahatma Gandhi 
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Emcees for the event (L-R : Dong Si Wen and Liu Quan Mou) 

“Catch me if you can!” 

Mr Amos, our Maths Teacher has a go with the game 

Feng Yuyan singing her heart out 



ISSUE 1/14  JUNE 2014 

Building Character: A Day at a Time 
Importance of Co-Curricular Activities (CCA) at YMCA School 

At YMCA School, CCAs are part of the holistic education programme for our students. 

Held on mWednesdays from 4:30pm – 6:00pm, all CCAs work towards building students 

physically, emotionally and mentally.  

ART CLUB 
Mentored by Miss 
Dawn Lin, the Art Club 
aims to promote art 
appreciation through 
the exposure of 
different art forms and 
enable student to 
recognise the 

relevance of art in their personal lives. 
Students are trained to cultivate a spirit of 
innovation and experimentation.  

GREEN CLUB 
Guided by Mr 
Abraham Ho, the 
Green Club aims to 
instil empathy and 
social responsibility. 
Students are guided 
through environment-
tal issues and 

challenges. Students go through activities 
to strengthen their thought processes to 
hone their critical thinking skills. 

AGAPE CLUB 
Championed by Miss 
Boo Huiling, Mana-
ger, Christian Develo-
pment, YMCA of Sin-
gapore, the Agape 
Club aims to promote 
an appreciation and 
awareness of Christ-

ianity. This is done through weekly sharing 
and discussions as well as bible study. 
Through these, students will build 
emotional resilience in tough times. 

CALLIGRAPHY CLUB 
Coached by Mr Alan 
Lim, the Calligraphy 
Club aims to promote 
a greater awareness 
of calligraphy. With 
every stroke of ink 
with the calligraphy 
brush, students gain 

greater self-awareness, patience and 
discipline.  

SPORTS CLUB 
Led by Mr Amos Lee, 
the Sports Club aims 
to promote a culture of 
physical wellness 
through sports and 
games where student-
s are pushed physical-
ly and mentally. With 

every session, students learn values like 
resilience and respect for their peers and 
themselves. 

ENGLISH CLUB 
Spearheaded by Mr 
Jarrod Chee, the 
English Club aims to 
promote the use of 
the English 
Language among 
students through 
interactive games 

and role play. Through these activities, 
students gain confidence in the use of the 
English language. 
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“The closest thing to being cared for is  
to care for someone else.”   

― Carson McCullers 
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Studies are more than just books and remedial… 

School Orientation 

YMCA School conducted its school 

orientation from 2 to 6 January. 

School tours were conducted for all 

new students followed by a lunch 

break. Breaking off to different 

levels, the Secondary 2 students 

played team building games while 

the students from the 22 and 11-

month courses attended elective 

talks for their various subject 

options. On the last day, our 

students took their placement tests 

to assess their English and 

Mathematics proficiency. 

Plain English Speaking Competition 
Five students from the YMCA school competed in 

the internal YMCA School Plain English Speaking 

Competion 2014 on 26 June at the YMCA 

Auditorium. The students spoke about their greatest 

inspiration and Shao Shiming clinched top prize for 

her winning speech. She will represent our school 

in the preliminary round of the 28th YMCA Plain 

English Speaking Awards in July. 

-- Amos Lee 
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 “Do your little bit of good where you are; it's those little  
bits of good put together that overwhelm the world.”  

― Desmond Tutu  
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Secondary 2 - Team building games help break the ice 

Students at Temasek Polytechnic for the Open House 

Shao Shiming receiving her prize 
from Mrs Helen Tan, the school principal   
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PUB Design Competition 
To commemorate Singapore World Water 
Day, PUB conducted a ‘Make a Droplet’ 
Competition. Participants were required to 
design, draw or make a water droplet and to 
post it on Instagram. Our students rose to the 
occasion and submitted their entries.  
-- Dawn Lin  

Learning Journey 
Every year, students are brought 
out of school for a learning journey. 
On 4 April, students visited Marina 
Barrage for their learning journey 
and learnt how the water in the 
reservoir is released back into the 
sea during low tide.  
 
During the guided tour, the students 
learnt about the various innovative 
ways that have been put in place to 
make use of Singapore’s limited 
space. After the guided tour, the 
students and teachers flew kites 
and had a picnic on the lawn. 
-- Dawn Lin    

Flag Day  
On 22 March, students and staff spent their 

Saturday morning on a worthwhile mission to 

raise funds for the many programmes that 

the YMCA organises for its beneficiaries. 

YMCA Flag Day saw some 57 students and 

14 staff from YMCA School pounding the 

streets with earnest expressions and wide 

smiles to ask for donations from the passers-

by. One of the participants commented that 

even though the weather was very humid and 

she felt like giving up at times, she was 

encouraged to find out that Singaporeans 

were very willing to donate for a good cause.  

-- Jarrod Chee 
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 “It is very strange that the years teach us patience - that the 
shorter our time, the greater our capacity for waiting.” 

― Elizabeth Taylor 
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Artwork by students from our 22-month course 

Watching a live demo of the Marina Barrage 

Students preparing their kites 

Flag Day @ YMCA 
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School Calendar 

Academic Classes Preparatory Classes 

 

Term  Starts Ends 

3 30-Jun 5-Sep 

4 15-Sep 14-Nov 

 

Term Start End 

3 26-May 1-Aug 

4 4-Aug 10-Oct 

5 13-Oct 19-Dec 

Scheduled School Holidays  

Holiday Date 

Youth Day Monday, 7 July * 

Hari Raya Puasa Monday 26 July 

National Day Monday, 11 Aug * 

Teachers Day  Friday, 5 September 

Hari Raya Haji  Monday, 6 October * 

Deepavali Thursday, 23 October ** 

Christmas Day Thursday, 25 December 

 

School Events 
 

* holiday in lieu ** date subject to change according to Ministry of Manpower 

Events Dates 

Sports Day 18 Jul 

11-Month: Prelim Examination Oral Communication Paper  8 Aug 

Learning Journey 2 4 Sep 

11-Month: Start of Prelim Examinations 19, 22 – 26 Sep 

11-Month: Marking Day  29 Sep 

11-Month: Study break 11 Oct  

Semestral Assessment 2  27 – 31 Oct, 3 – 4 Nov 

Semestral Assessment 2 Marking Day  5 Nov 

Parent/Guardian - Teacher Meeting 14 Nov 

School Holidays for academic classes 15 Nov – 31 Dec 
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“To get the full value of joy you must have  
someone to divide it with.”   

― Mark Twain 
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Character and Citizenship Education 
Grooming students for the 21st century 

 “CCE focuses on values and people skills. It also develops students through an 

understanding of the values that define the Singapore society, inspiring them to show 

concern about the world they live in, and demonstrate empathy in their relationships 

with others.”   (MOE website) 

In YMCA School, values are 
inculcated through our School 
Camp, CCAs, Monday morning 
Assembly and even our lessons. 
Through these activities, we 
provide opportunities for students 
to pick up valuable life lessons that 
build character. 

Every Monday morning at 11am, 
our students dutifully gather in the 
auditorium for Assembly which 
starts off with the National Anthem 
and pledge followed by a time of 
praise and worship. After worship, 
there is a short message based on 
our school’s values. After the 
sharing, students sing a closing 
hymn and are prayed for by our 
Principal or teachers before 
heading out to lunch.  

We incorporate values in most of 
our English lessons. For example, 
when we study a passage on 
Mother Teresa, students not only 
learn about vocabulary and the 
technical aspects of language, they 
also learn about many values. 
They will know Mother Teresa 
serves the poor and homeless and 
this value can be highlighted to 
stress the importance of charity 
and respect. 

-- Abraham Ho 
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“It's not hard to make decisions when  
you know what your values are.”  

― Roy Disney 
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Sharing ideas during group work in class  

Agape Club team building activities to develop friendship 

Outdoor cooking – Sharing a meal 



One Orchard Road Singapore 238824 

 

www.ymca.edu.sg 

QQ: 1034729480 

Skype: ymcaschool 

 

YMCA Education Centre 
A subsidiary of YMCA of Singapore 

Reg. No.: 201020152Z 

Reg. Period: 11 Oct 2010 – 10 Oct 2014 

http://hi.baidu.com/ymcaschool/home
http://www.youtube.com/user/ymcaschoolsg
http://www.facebook.com/ymcaschool

