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    As 2017 draws to a close,  I am proud 

to announce that our  students have fin-

ished well in both their academic and per-

sonal development journey. This is par-

ticularly evident from the improvement 

in their results and their enthusiastic 

participation in both school activities and 

YMCA community service programmes. 

I would like to thank all my colleagues 

for their selfless dedication and commit-

ment towards the students’ well-being. 

In this message, I would like to share 

how you can ‘Aspire and Achieve’ and 

become the best that you can be. ‘As-

pire and Achieve’ is YMCA School’s 

motto which was established this year. 

When we come across a person who 

tends to achieve a lot more, we of-

ten ask “Where do you find the time 

to do all that you get done?” or 

“What is your secret to success?”. 

Everybody is given the same 24 hours 

a day. However, those amongst us who 

have aspirations and know what we want 

to learn,  are likely  to squeeze more 

time out, minimise time wastage and 

take full advantage of the time given. 

You must be wondering,  
‘how can I be the best?’
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Do always remember that nobody is born 

particularly more skilled and smarter 

than you. Thus, if someone has achieved 

success, you can too. If others seem well 

honed and more skilled than you, it is 

simply because you have not had the 

chance to learn that skill yet. The ques-

tion is, have you committed yourself to 

be the best in your area or discipline?

You must be wondering,“How can I be 

the best?”

Most people who are at the top have 

climbed up from the bottom. There are 

countless examples of those who have  

completely redefined their positions. 

You can do it too. The only differ-

ence that separates them from you 

is that they began the learning pro-

cess ahead of you. It’s about time you 

started too and achieve your success. 

On behalf of the teachers and staff of 

YMCA School, I wish all of you good 

health and many fruitful returns in the 

year ahead.   

Have a good read!

William Tan 
Principal

Advisors
Mrs Helen Tan
Superintendent  

Mr William Tan
Principal

Editor, design & layout
Mr Valentino Chan

Contributors
Mr Gunaseelan 
Mr Amos Lee
Ms Kelly Huang 

No part of this publication 
may be produced in whole or 
part without prior permission. 
For enquiries, please email us 
at: eductr@ymca.edu.sg

YMCA SChool

Guest contributor
Ms Adeline Koh
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Annual Sports DayJUL

This year’s Sports Day was held on 

14 July at St. Patrick’s School’s Indoor 

Sports Hall. The events saw maximum 

participation from all students with 

many engaging in more than one sport.

The afternoon began with a mass physi-

cal workout to loosen tight muscles and 

joints on this cold day with bending, 

stretching movements and limbering  

exercises. 

First off, were the inter-class relay 

events. Both the ‘’bat and ball’’ balanc-

ing and the baton relay events gener-

ated a lot of fun and excitement and 

“The events saw 
maximum  

participation 
from all students 

with many  
engaging in more 
than one sport.”

saw keen tussle amongst the respective 

classes. This was followed by the basket-

ball tournament which saw five teams    

vying for the gold and silver medals in a 

round-robin fashion. 

Once the basketball tournament was 

completed, all the students gathered to 

watch and cheer three teams vying for 

the indoor futsal championship. 

The evening ended with a presentation 

of medals to our weary but happy and 

energised students. ~ Gunaseelan 

Below - Teacher Amos Lee looks on as 
students tussle for the ball

Below - Mrs Helen Tan, Mr William Tan 
and students in the winners’ circle

Below - Indoor futsal was filled with 
excitement and competitiveness
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This year we celebrated International 

Friendship Day on 21 July 2017. Stu-

dents were invited to post goodwill 

messages on the noticeboard. They 

were also encouraged to come dressed 

in their countries’ native wear. 

Four prizes were given for the best- 

written, innovative, meaningful mes-

sages and the best-dressed participant. 

The winners were students Huang Yu-

chun and Cheng Mingru from Compas-

sion class and Tran Hai Thu and Liu 

Yangyang from Prep Secondary class. 

They took home shopping vouchers.      

~ Valentino Chan

“We are friends.
We are family.

We are one.
Regardless  

 
of race, 

language or 
religion.” 

~ Huang Yuchun

International  
Friendship Day

JUL

Above - Mr William Tan announcing the 
winners for the event

Below - Cheng Mingru from Compassion 
class won the best-written note

Below - Liu Yangyang from Prep 
Secondary class being awarded 

 the best-dressed participant

Above - Our noticeboard was filled 
with thoughtful messages

Below - Tran Hai Thu from Prep 
Secondary class won  

the most-meaningful note
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The YMCA School students were trans-

ported to a world of art at the Asian 

Civilisations Museum. They discovered 

the connections between the diverse 

cultures of Asia and how trade, interac-

tions and exchange of ideas have influ-

enced art in Asia.

They were warmly welcomed by the 

staff of the museum and were intro-

duced to the docents of the museum. 

“Our students 
were able to  

develop visual 
observation skills 

and gained a 
deeper under-
standing of the 

cultures in Asia.”

Visit to the Asian  
Civilisations Museum

AUG

The docents of the guided school tour 

engaged the students in active dis-

cussions and they were treated to a          

delightful storytelling session about an 

exhibit. 

The students marvelled at the art piec-

es as they listened attentively to the 

docents.  They were able to practise 

observation skills and gained a deeper 

understanding of the cultures in Asia. 

~ Amos Lee

Below - Respect class students learnt the 
history behind an exhibit

Below - Students were intrigued and curious 
about the many exhibits on display

Below - The guide gave insights into the 
historical background of the exhibits

Below - One of the many precious exhibits that 
got students wanting to know more 
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The awards ceremony followed 

shortly. The awards served as an 

encouragement to our students 

who had shown  excellent aca-

demic performance for the year 

2017. 

The awardees were present-

ed with certificates and prizes 

for their hard work. To all our 

graduands of 2017, we want to 

say that YMCA School is proud 

of you and wish you all the 

best in your future endeavours.                                       

~ Valentino Chan

This year’s graduation was 

held at YMCA’s Lee Kong 

Chian Auditorium on 6 Oc-

tober. The theme was “An 

afternoon at the movies”. 

The students donned their 

favourite character cos-

tumes and had a smashing 

good time. 

After reminiscing through 

a slideshow of their par-

ticipation in school ac-

tivities and performances, 

our students made a bee-

line for the five-course 

buffet spread. 

2017 Graduation PartyOCT

Below - The graduating class and staff 
posed for a memorable group shot

Above - Dressing as Red Riding Hood, 
Ding Jiaxin and classmates savour the 
buffet spread
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2017 Graduation PartyOCT

“The students        
donned their        

favourite  
character  

costumes and  
had a smashing  

good time.”

Below - Students reflecting on their 
results

Above - Mdm Xiao posing with Ding 
Jiaxin, Huang Yuchun and Malavong 
from Compassion class

Above - Mr Guna and Mdm Xiao 
distributing report books

Above - Mdm Xiao and students from Honesty class

Below - Musical performance by students from 
Honesty, Respect and Excellence classes

Above - Wang Zhuoyu receiving from Mrs 
Helen Tan the prize for first in standard
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“The event 
which promotes 
intergenerational 

bonding  
between our 
young and  
the aged”

2017 YMCA 
Silver Fiesta

NOV

Our students participated in the 

YMCA Silver Fiesta organised by 

YMCA of Singapore on the 9th and 

10th of November as student vol-

unteers. The event which promotes 

intergenerational bonding between 

our young and the elderly was held 

at Toa Payoh HDB hub over two days. 

The elderly from various parts of the 

island congregated at the venue to 

enjoy the cultural activities and also 

participated in the activities and 

games at various booths. On arriv-

al, our students were split into two 

groups. 

One group was assigned ushering 

duties whilst the other group  was 

split into teams to act as befrienders. 

The student-ushers were despatched 

Above - Our students help to 
manage a game stall

Above - Getting into groups and 
listening to instructions

Above - Students Zhang Henji, Wu Ruiqin, 
Deng Kecheng and Huang Zhihao putting 
their best foot forward  

Below - An opportunity to join in the excitement 
and make friends with the elderly

to welcome the elderly. The ushers 

accompanied the elderly to their 

seats and handed them goodie bags.

The befrienders’ group took over 

from the ushers and chatted with 

them. They distributed food and 

drinks and kept the elderly engaged 

in the activities till they departed.

The students had a meaningful expe-

rience taking care of and interacting 

with the elderly. ~ Gunaseelan 
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rounds of ‘mini matches’. They 

had the opportunity to meet up 

with the CEO and COO of Osaka 

YMCA and were given a tour of 

their Headquarters. OYIS hosted 

the students to a gourmet dinner 

at an Izakaya restaurant, a type of 

Japanese eatery which serves a 

variety of small dishes and snacks.

The eight students continued 

their journey of discovering Osa-

ka. They visited places of interest 

such as Tempozan Habour Village, 

Universal Studios Japan and Osaka 

Castle. As they travelled and ex-

plored Osaka, they also enjoyed 

the delicious Japanese cuisine.

Time flew past so fast and when 

it was time to bid goodbye to 

their new-found friends at OYIS, 

all of them wished they had more 

time together. The memories and 

friendships that were forged in 

Osaka is truly a memorable one 

for all.        

2017  Educational &  
Cultural Exchange

NOV

Eight students from YMCA 

School took part in an Educa-

tional and Cultural Exchange to 

Osaka from 15 to 20 November. 

The students did a day trip to 

explore Kyoto with the students 

from Osaka YMCA International 

School (OYIS). They took the 

train and set off from Osaka 

station and alighted at Kyoto 

station which marked the start 

of their adventure. Once they 

reached the foot of Kiyomizu-

dera Temple, the students from 

each school were paired up and 

they explored the old street 

leading up to the famed temple. 

None of the students had ever 

been there. After lunch, all of 

them gathered and headed up 

to the peak of Kiyomizu-dera 

where they enjoyed the breath-

taking scenery of the Kyoto sky-

line.

The following day, the students 

had an immersion programme 

and studied with students    

from OYIS in the morning. In 

the afternoon, they attended 

an American football work-

shop conducted by professional   

players. 

They had lots of fun at the work-

shop and there were also a few 

“The memories and 
friendships that 
were forged in  
Osaka is truly  

a memorable one 
for all.”

Above - Students attended an 
American football workshop

Above - In front of Kiyomizu-dera 
Temple, Kyoto

Top - Students sight-seeing in Osaka

Above - Ezra Bryan at the 
Kiyomizu-dera Temple

~ Adeline Koh
Executive, Marketing 
YMCA Learning Centre
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Christmas  
Celebrations

DEC

The YMCA School Christmas celebrations 

was held on Friday, 17 November. Stu-

dents from the Preparatory Secondary 

class exhibited their talents through per-

formances of Christmas songs. A story on 

the birth of Jesus was shown to highlight 

the spirit of Christmas. 

Students spread cheer with their laugh-

ters in the games which they enjoyed very 

much. Mrs Helen Tan, Superintendent of 

YMCA School, expressed her delight on 

seeing such enthusiasm in the Christmas 

celebration. She also wished the students 

a Merry Christmas and a good rest during 

their school holidays. ~ Kelly Huang 

Right - Mrs Helen Tan sharing 
a moment with Prep Primary 

student  Zhu Zixin while 
Zhang Shuying looks on  

Above - Students and staff enjoying 
an activity together

Above - Students in a sing-along

“The festive 

spirit was  

witnessed 

among school 

staff and  

students.”
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School Calendar 
of Events

2018

All students are to note that the dates and events are correct at time of printing and should confirm with the school.  
*Denotes tentative date (please refer to the MOE website for AEIS details).

Public and School Holidays 
EVENT DATE 
New Year’s Day   1 Jan 
Chinese New Year 19th Feb in lieu 16 to 19 Feb 
Good Friday   30 Mar 
Labour Day  1 May 
Vesak Day  29 May 
Hari Raya Puasa   15 Jun 

Preparatory Classes   
TERM EVENT DATE 

1 

Start of School Term 2 Jan 

Test Week (Test 1) 15 – 19 Jan 

Test Week (Test 2) 5 – 8 Feb 

End of School Term 9 Mar 

2 

Start of School Term 12 Mar 

Test Week (Test 1) 9 – 13 Apr 

Test Week (Test 2) 30 Apr – 4 May 

AEIS*  1 Mar (Sec 1-2)  

End of School Term 18 May 

Academic Classes   
TERM EVENT                                                            DATE 

1 

Start of School Term  2 Jan 

TA1  5 - 8 Feb 

Meet the Parents / Guardians Session  9 Mar 

Visit to Polytechnic Open House  5 Jan 

Chinese New Year Party  9 Feb 

Term 1 Break  10 – 18 Mar 

2 

School Adventure Camp  4 - 6 Apr 

Learning Journey   20 Apr 

SA1 English Oral Exam  2 May 

SA1 Exam  3 – 10 May 

SA1 Marking Day  11 May 

Meet the Parent / Guardian Session   24 May 

Term 2 Break  26 May – 24 Jun 
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