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The Pencil Maker took the pencil aside, just before  
putting him into the box. 

“There are 5 things you need to know,” he told the 
pencil, “Before I send you out into the world. Always 
remember them and never forget, and you will become 
the best pencil you can be.”

“One: You will be able to do many great things, but only 
if you allow yourself to be held in Someone’s hand.” 
Lesson for us: We will be able to do many great things, 
but only if we allow ourselves to be held in God’s 
hand. And allow other human beings to access us for 
the many gifts we possess.

“Two: You will experience a painful sharpening from 
time to time, but you’ll need it to become a better 
pencil.” We will experience a painful sharpening from 
time to time, by going through various problems in 
life, but we’ll need it to become a stronger person. 

“Three: You will be able to correct any mistakes you 
might make.” We will be able to correct any mistakes 
we might make. 

“Four: The most important part of you will always be 
what’s inside.” The most important part of us will 
always be what’s on the inside.

“And Five: On every surface you are used on, you must 
leave your mark. No matter what the condition, you 
must continue to write.” On every surface we walk 
through, we must leave our mark. No matter what the 
situation, we must continue to do our duties.

The pencil understood and promised to remember,  
and went into the box with purpose in its heart.  
Always remember them and never forget, and we will  
become the best person we can be.

This parable on the pencil encourages us to know that 
each of us is a special person and only you can fulfil the 
purpose to which you were born to accomplish. To help 
our students live out the school’s motto, ‘Aspire and 
Achieve’, we, teachers, parents and guardians can do 
much to help our students live out their purpose in life.

Message
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Mrs Helen Tan
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YMCA SCHOOL

Student contributor
Mr Li Xinghong 

YMCA School started since 1913 and this year, we are 
celebrating its 105th anniversary. This is an important 
milestone as we remember the early educators who 
believed in the value of education. At YMCA School,  
we are carrying on their legacy and assuring that the 
values and principles of our early educators are being 
continued and passed on.

At YMCA School, the emphasis is placed on developing 
holistic education where students learn to be  
confident, innovative and caring. Every YMCA student 
is encouraged to excel in his or her studies as well as  
to have an excellent moral standing within the society 
of whatever country they may finally serve in.  
Throughout their years in the school, all our students 
will have 21st century learning experiences in and  
beyond school that they need for success. In their 
learning experiences, our students are helped to  
acquire global awareness and cross-cultural skills, to 
have critical and inventive thinking as well as develop 
skills in collaboration and team work.

Our teachers often go the extra mile for their students, 
ensuring that they understand whatever is taught in 
class. In this manner, the teacher-student relationship 
is built on an extremely firm foundation that supports 
the well-being of each student. 

I have a story for our students : 

Helen Tan (Mrs) 
Superintendent 
YMCA School
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Open House Visit

On 5th January 2018, students from the 22-mth and  
11-mth cohort visited the Singapore Polytechnic’s Open House. 
There were guided tours led by the polytechnic’s students.  
YMCA School students learnt about campus life and  
experienced hands-on learning through the seminars  
and exhibitions. 

They also had the opportunity to view first-hand state-of-the-art  
facilities housed within the campuses and innovative projects  
initiated by the students. 
~ Valentino Chan

“The students learnt 
about campus life 
and experienced 
hands-on learning 
through the seminars 
and exhibitions.”

Students from Respect class at Singapore Polytechnic

11-mth Compassion class students being 
briefed by a student-host in an engineering lab

22-mth Respect class students 
listening to a talk on architecture 
in the School of Architecture and  
Built Environment at Singapore Polytechnic
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The students had a hearty lunch. 
The menu included lemon chicken, 
sweet and sour fish, and a variety 
of vegetables. With laughter and  
merriment, it was a successful party.   
~ Xiao Wen Xin

It is that time of the year again 
as we ushered in the 2018 Spring  
Festival. Early that morning,  
students were led to decorate 
the auditorium. A string of red l 
anterns, a signage on blessing,  
Chinese New Year’s graphics,  
coupled with the festive song, 
filled the the whole hall which was  
buzzing for the celebrations to get 
under way. 

The get-together began with the 
Principal’s speech, followed by two 
student hosts wishing all students 
a happy holiday! 

The festivities included song 
items, a piano recital and a riddle- 
guessing quiz. All in all it was an  
enjoyable concert.

“The festivities  
included song items, 
a piano recital and a 
riddle-guessing quiz!”

YMCA School  
Chinese New Year Celebrations

Item from Respect class

Students having a feast

Chinese New Year dance performance by students from Respect class
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The 12th session of the YMCA School Mandarin Speech Contest was  
conducted on 26th February 2018.  

Ma Jingya from Compassion class won the top prize. 

The topic of Ma Jingya’s speech was “My dream”. She said, “When I  
was a child, to dream is like an embryonic form of learning a language.  
I allowed it to carefully develop wings and this concept dwells in  
my heart …….”
~ Xiao Wen Xin

“...to dream is like an 
embryonic form of 
learning a language.”

Contestant Ma Jingya

2018 YMCA School Mandarin Speaking Awards 
(MSA) Competition

Contestant Yang Yi

Contestant Liu Yangyang
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“The lyrics capture 
the core values of 
the school and make 
a clarion call to 
the students in the 
motto “Aspire and 
Achieve.”

In February this year, the YMCA School Song was approved by the  
Academic Board and introduced to the students in Term 2. At the  
beginning of every school assembly on Mondays, the school song  
is sung after the singing of the National Anthem and recitation of  
the National Pledge.

The lyrics of the school song was written by Mrs Helen Tan,  
Superintendent, YMCA School. The music was composed by  
Mr Richard Wee and the orchestral arrangement was by Mr  
Victor Chen. The lyrics capture the core values of the school and  
make a clarion call to the students in the motto “Aspire and Achieve” 

Verse 1

We all come from many nations

We learn from many stations

All colours are we, all races you see

United one family

Verse 2

Our service to God, that’s our choice

Compassion in one voice

With respect and honesty as our creed,

One voice, one hope, we achieve

Chorus

One heart, one hope, one voice

Linking us in unity

Our heartfelt choice

With pride and dignity

YMCA School! YMCA School!

Verse 3

As we look through the door at our future

By God’s grace we are sure

We’re responsible, We’re reliable

We’re ready to face the world

We are one!

Aspire and Achieve!

A School Song to Remember

Students singing the school song

Students and staff at the morning assembly

Mrs Tan speaking at the morning assembly
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In the afternoon of 20th April, 
YMCA school students went to the 
Horticultural Park in western  
Singapore to spend an afternoon 
with nature. The Horticultural Park 
has a collection of well-manicured 
and beautifully landscaped gardens. 

The park is a one-stop hub for  
everything related to gardening – 
from recreational and educational 
to research and retail.

The park’s layout is based on  
different themes such as Edible  
Garden, Butterfly Garden,  
Therapeutic Garden and  
Balinese Garden.

The Butterfly Garden, Lifestyle  
Corner and the Flora Walk were 
some of the highlights of this  
23-hectare park that our students 
visited.

Our students were each given  
worksheets with clues to seek  
out and identify plants within the 
various themed gardens. 

They were divided into three  
groups and each group was sent  
on a competitive hunt. 

~ Gunaseelan

Learning Journey – Horticultural Park Exploration

“It has a collection of well-manicured and 
beautiful landscaped gardens.”

A group identifying the plants

Students planning their route

Students with their worksheets

Students on a competitive hunt
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From 4th to 6th April, YMCA school students attended a 
very memorable three-day, two-night experience at Camp 
Challenge at Sembawang. From the moment they arrived 
at the camp the students were kept fully engaged and 
entertained by the camp instructors. 

After the check-in formalities and introductions, the  
students were divided into groups and set forth for their 
fun packed team bonding activities at different venues.

One of the team activities was the Trust Fall where  
students spread out and held on to a canvas sheet to 
catch their team mate falling backwards from an elevated 
platform. This activity taught students to have faith and 
trust in their classmates. 

Another bonding activity was the Vertical Spider’s Web. 
Students had to lift and push their team-mates through 
from outside to inside of a man-made web without  
coming into contact with the ropes forming the web.

Scaling the 15-foot wall was a challenge for some

2018  YMCA School Adventure Camp

A very challenging low element team building activity was 
one where team members helped each other, one at a 
time, to scale over a 15-foot wall.

After conquering the low elements in the morning and 
afternoon, the students assembled at the air-conditioned 
hall to have their dinner and this was followed by  
night activities.

The first activity was one where all students were  
blindfolded first and then when lights were dimmed  
they were separated from one another. They had to walk 
blindfolded in pitch darkness and feel their way to re-join 
the group. 

Another night activity was one where all students had 
to form a rectangle holding on to a rope and this was 
one activity that brought out the leaders amongst the 
students. The following morning, activities included the 
challenge of the high elements such as Rock Climbing and 
Abseiling down from a high tower.



9Y CONNECT

9
JA

N
-JU

N
 2018

Y
 C

O
N

N
EC

T

“From the moment 
they arrived at  
the camp the students 
were kept fully  
engaged and  
entertained by the 
camp instructors.”

Staff and students in a merry group  shot

Students doing archeryLai Yaqi attempting a high element 
activity

The Bubble Bump Soccer provided 
thrills and spills

The Bubble Bump Soccer game provided a lot of thrills 
and spills and drew laughter from spectators when teams 
of 5 students demonstrated their soccer and balancing 
skills. The difficulty in movement contributed to several  
collisions and tumbles.

The Archery Combat Challenge was a team-based  
activity that offered a competitive but safe, combative 
experience. The arrow tips were made of rubber.  
Safety masks were issued to provide a safe experience. 
Those hit by the arrows were eliminated till the last  
man standing was declared the winner.

The caterpillar walk was a test in team co-ordination as 
the teams went about retrieving coloured balls and the 
teams with the largest collection of their selected colour 
was declared victorious. Because of the lightning alert, 
the water activities had to be cancelled and the teams 
transited back to the halls to build model cars from  
cardboards and competed in an F1 circuit race.

No camp can be complete without a campfire and that 
was conducted on the final night with performances 
from all teams and even instructors and teachers join-
ing in to give a Ra-Ra finale.

~ Gunaseelan
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In my 19 years of studies, I’ve  
finally experienced a difference. 
YMCA school provided me with a 
memorable experience in its Anime 
CCA. When I decided to join this CCA, 
I wasn’t an anime fan. I had limited 
knowledge about what anime was. 

On the first day, I was intro-
duced to the club members by the  
teacher and had to share my  
reasons for joining the club. I was 
a little nervous and tried to express 
my interest with some knowledge 
of the Japanese language. I felt  
different having to share what I know 
with the members. It was an experi-
ence I had never felt before. Sharing 
an interest and knowledge gave me 
an adrenaline rush. The students  
were so friendly and welcoming. 
Even though we were from different 
classes, we got along with each other 
like a family! We talked about anime, 
we watched anime video clips and 
we expressed our love for anime’s  
varied storylines, concepts, artwork, 
culture, food and even cosplay.

Anime Club CCA

“Anime games, dance 
and photographs led 
me to pick up skills 
and knowledge which 
I found interesting  
and practical.”

L-R : Li Xinghong, Pichayaht Trikasemmart, Hwang Pinghao,  Lu XinYi, Luo Chenxi 

The most valuable takeaway from 
the Anime CCA is how to be a kind  
person and make lots of friends. 
Since then, my CCA partners and I 
have participated in many anime 
events in Singapore. It was by chance 
that anime led me to discovering 
about electronic games. It’s an excit-
ing world where I can play as an ani-
me character or even be immersed in  
its world. 

Anime games, dance and photo-
graphs led me to pick up skills and 
knowledge which I found interesting 
and practical.I learned to manipulate 
images using Adobe Photoshop. It is 
particularly useful when I want to 
share and show photos I have taken 
from an anime event. 

Many people may stereotype the  
appearance of a person who loves 
anime to look fat, unskilled, and 
weird. Well, after one and a half 
years in Anime CCA, I would say  
‘Anime is not just only Anime’. There 
are many things that are associated 
with Anime .

I love Anime CCA because it allows 
me to learn many valuable things 
and build friendships. I hope to keep 
being young at heart and be involved 
in anime for a long time to come.

I wish to thank my teacher and  
members in Anime CCA for the  
unforgettable memories. 
~ Li Xinghong
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Public and School Holidays 
EVENT DATE 
Youth Day  in lieu 2 July 
National Day  9 August 
National Day  The day after National Day 10 August 
Hari Raya Haji   22 August 
Teachers’ Day  31 August 
Deepavali   6 November 

Preparatory Classes   
TERM EVENT DATE 

3 

Start of School Term 21 May 

Test Week (Test 1) 11 – 14 June 

Test Week (Test 2) 9 – 12 July 

End of School Term 27 July 

4 

Start of School Term 30 July 

Test Week (Test 1) 20 – 24 August 

Test Week (Test 2) 17 – 21 September 

AEIS*  25 September 

End of School Term 5 October 

5 

Start of School Term 8 October 

Test Week (Test 1) 29 October – 2 November 

Test Week (Test 2) 26 – 30 November 

End of School Term 14 December 

Academic Classes   
TERM EVENT                                                            DATE 

3 

Start of evening revision classes for students preparing 
for ‘O’ Levels  26 June 

Sports Day  13 July 

Preliminary Oral Examinations  3 August 

Science Practical Examination  7-8 August 

Term 3 Break  1 – 9 September 

4 

Preliminary Examinations  14 - 21 September 

Marking Day  24 September 

Graduation Day  5 October 

Semestral Assessment 2  10 – 19 October 

Marking Day  22 October 

Meet the Parent / Guardian Session   8 November 

Term 4 Break  17 November – 31 December 

 
All students are to note that the dates and events are correct at time of printing and should confirm with the school.  
*denotes tentative date (Please refer to the MOE website for AEIS details).

School Calendar of Events
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