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Y Connect 

A Graduation ‘Under the Sea’ 

It was a night dedicated to our graduating 

students as they gathered on 9 October at 

the auditorium for an “Enchanting Night 

under the Sea” graduation ceremony.  

 

The event was graced by Mr Stephen Loh, 

President, YMCA of Singapore, Mr Lo 

Chee Wen, General Secretary, YMCA of 

Singapore and Ms Lynette Yeo, Assistant 

General Secretary, Social Enterprises.  

 

Mr Lo kicked off the event with his 

opening address. His message was 

simple, “love your parents and serve the 

community”. Mr Lo delivered his speech in 

English and Mandarin. 

 

After Mr Lo’s address, our Valedictorian 

Ms Zhang Kaini, spoke from her heart as 

she thanked the teachers and staff of 

YMCA School for the knowledge and 

values she acquired in the two years she 

was in the school.  

 

After dinner, our students enjoyed table 

games, exciting performances and a song 

dedication. Photos were taken to 

commemorate their final moments 

together before they parted ways. 
(continued on page 2) 

A Resounding Graduation With Music And Fun 

Our guests for the night: (from left to right) Mr 

Lo Chee Wen, Ms Lynette Yeo, Mrs Helen Tan, 

Mr Samuel Ng, Mr Stephen Loh, Mr Francis 

Chong 

Kaini giving a heartfelt speech 

Our students with their table game product 

Our graduating students with their custom–made banner out of recycled materials 
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Principal’s Message 

Antonio Soon took to the stage and performed his 

rendition of “月亮代表我的心”, (“The Moon Represents My 

Heart”). In the song, the moon depicts long lasting purity. 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

 

 

 

 

Some highlights of the event were two song 

performances by our graduates. Zhang Te from Class 

Caring lost a wager with his teacher and sang “Wake Me 

Up When September Ends” by Green Day as his forfeit. 

Despite his nerves, he got an ‘A’ for effort.  

 

 

Our graduates enjoyed themselves but felt that there 

could be teacher performances, more games and a best 

class competition. 
ABRAHAM HO 

EDITOR 

A Night of Fun and Student Led 

Entertainment 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As spelt out in our Vision Statement, “YMCA School is 

an International School of Choice providing a holistic 

education, inculcating Christian values to nurture global 

citizens of distinction. With this end in mind, we aim to 

develop the talents and potential of our students not only 

academically but also socially, physically and 

aesthetically. We also place importance in their 

character and leadership development. Our students will 

constantly be reminded of our belief in a culture of 

Compassion, Servant Leadership, Honesty, 

Accountability, Respect and Excellence – our shared 

values.   

 

Our teachers are always looking at ways to improve 

teaching strategies to make learning more meaningful 

and interesting. This year, a few teachers brainstormed 

and came up with the GART project, an interdisciplinary 

project for Geography and Art. Students did research on 

Water Conservation and Deforestation and came up 

with a postcard design on their research.  

 

For a balanced and holistic education, we provide our 

students with co-curricular activities (CCA). This year, 

the CCAs provided were Agape Club, Art Club, 

Basketball, Chinese Calligraphy, English Club, Green 

Club and Sports Club. Our students are encouraged to 

be involved in community service activities and 

experience values in action. To this end, all the students 

supported the YMCA’s annual Flag Day, going out in 

pairs to sell flags. This year, for the first time, students 

from the Preparatory classes volunteered as befrienders 

at the YMCA Silver Fiesta 2014 in November at the Toa 

Payoh Hub. The students practised the value of Caring 

in befriending the elderly and interacting with them, 

listening to their stories. Many of the students mentioned 

that they look forward to volunteering again next year as 

they found the experience very meaningful. 

 

As we end 2014, we look forward to an exciting 2015, 

welcoming new students and teachers. We look forward 

to the continued support of our teachers, parents, 

present and past students and friends in the work we do 

in YMCA School.  

      

Every accomplishment starts with the decision to try. 
-- GAIL DEVERS 

Zhang Te singing his heart out! 

Antonio is a natural singer  

MRS HELEN TAN 

PRINCIPAL 
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Within a short span of three and a half months, the Art 

Club members envisioned the theme – “Under the Sea” - 

for YMCA School’s Graduation Party and enthusiastically 

created the wall art and photo booth decorations from 

scratch. We met up once a week to sketch and create our 

artwork but stayed back more often as the date of the 

graduation party drew nearer.  

  

We tried to save cost and take on an environmentally-

friendly approach for the project by recycling what our 

school had most - cardboard boxes and newspapers. 

Although the objects like fishes and seahorses look small 

and easy to make, they were definitely not - our hands got 

really tired cutting up the thick cardboards with little sharp 

corners and uneven edges.  

  

The students could see their progress in art making from 

the beginning till the end – most of them started off with 

being unfamiliar with acrylic paint to being able to paint 

the sea creatures 3-dimensionally confidently. Through 

this project, great teamwork was displayed. They 

consulted one another for feedback.  

 

A student who has talent in colour combination gave 

suggestions to other students. We went through trial and 

error when painting the shipwreck decoration. A student 

who emerged particularly good in the end did the overall 

touch-up. The graduating students were invited to look at 

our working process and they liked what we had created.  

  

This project was a lengthy and tiring process but it was 

also fulfilling as we had the support of our curious visiting 

classmates and teachers. We are also grateful to the 

International House for allowing us to use the auditorium 

several times to check the dimensions of the display area.  

 
DAWN LIN 

ART CLUB TEACHER 

The final product of six months of effort 

Our students forging friendships while painting the “seabed” 

Students working overtime painting realistic fishes 

Our banner put together using  recycled materials 

Behind The Scenes: Our Art 

Club in Action 

Being different is one of the most beautiful things on Earth. 
-- UNKNOWN 
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Students’ Testimonials 

“I'm Dai Yating from Sec 2 Excellence. I study six 

subjects and the teachers have helped me a lot to 

make good progress. The Art teacher, Ms Dawn 

Lin, is very strict and demanding; she inspires me 

to do better and not to be lazy. My favourite 

teacher is our Geography teacher, Ms Nur Atiqah 

Mekrat. In her lesson, I gain knowledge in fun 

ways. She can easily draw our attention during 

her lessons. The Science teacher, Mr 

Gunaseelan, is the best teacher. Although some 

of us have a weak foundation in English and face 

problems understanding his explanations, he 

takes extra effort to explain every theory clearly to 

us. Even though this is my first time learning 

Science, I am very certain that I can definitely 

pass this subject. Overall, I like YMCA School as I 

have spent a happy learning journey here. This 

term would be ending soon and I will be stepping 

into Secondary 3 next year; I will definitely be 

ready for it.” 

“I’m Ye Ouwen from Sec 2 Excellence. I think 

YMCA School is a good school with good 

teachers. I especially like my Mathematics 

teacher, Mr Amos Lee. He is very kind, funny 

and helps me a lot in the subject. With his 

patience and guidance, I have been inspired. 

The other teachers are also very friendly to the 

students and treat us well. The school also 

offers good facilities for the students. With 

proper tables and even an interactive board, 

learning at YMCA School is enjoyable.” 

“I am Lin Yuxun from Class Respect, ‘O’ Level 22-

month. I feel I have learnt much this year. YMCA 

School has a long history of more than 100 years 

and it has consistently provided quality education for 

their students. The teachers in this school are very 

patient with every student. They will not hesitate to 

spend extra time and effort to answer their students’ 

doubts. At times, the school also organises fun 

activities for us. These activities are important as 

they allow students to enjoy and forge new 

friendships. I enjoy my studies at YMCA School.”  

What Students Have To Say About Our School 

Yating painting a fish for the graduation party 

Ouwen in class after his lessons 

Yuxun performing during our Centennial Dinner last year 

Creativity is intelligence having fun. 
-- ALBERT EINSTEIN 
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The surest way not to fail is to determine to succeed. 
-- RICHARD BRINSLEY SHERIDAN 

While most students would spend their Saturday 

mornings sleeping in bed, three brave students from 

YMCA School participated in The YMCA Conversation 

Series on 30 August at the National Volunteer and 

Philanthropy Centre. Our photographers submitted their 

photos and write up for the gallery – showcasing the 

dreams of people young and old.   

 

Tiffany, Hu Jiamin and Nguyen Vo Kim Ngoc took to the 

streets to interview two young girls from underprivileged 

backgrounds and even an old man on the street selling 

tissue paper. Through this experience, they learnt 

valuable skills beyond the classroom.  

An Experience Beyond the Classroom 

Students Taking Part In A Photo Competition Organised By YMCA’s Youth 

Development Programme 

 Our students and staff with (left) Mr Teo Zi-Ming (Board Member),  

Mr Lo Chee Wen (General Secretary) and (extreme right) Ms Samantha Seah (Assistant General Secretary, Programmes).  

Tiffany, Secondary 2, from Indonesia 

Nguyen Vo Kim Ngoc, Secondary 2, 

from Vietnam Jiamin, Secondary 2, from China 

For the first time, they were reporters. After the interview, 

they had to learn to put all that information into the right 

words to share the stories of their interviewees. It was 

their first attempt at such an assignment but they 

flourished with coaching from our Principal, Mrs Helen 

Tan and Ms Adeline Koh, Executive.  

 

The organisers were very pleased with the submissions 

and felt that their pieces were well-thought-out and 

deserved a commendation for a job well done. They 

were all awarded certificates of commendation for their 

effort. 
ABRAHAM HO 

EDITOR 
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The expert in anything was once a beginner. 
-- HELEN HAYES 

The GART Project 

In 2014, our Secondary Two students underwent GART 

(Geography and Art) as an interdisciplinary project on two 

topics: Water Conservation and Deforestation. They were 

required to do up a postcard design and give a short 

presentation related to the themes.  

 

The students were required to build content. One of the 

classes did research and oral presentation of their project 

and another class did guided speech crafting.  

 

The final presentation was conducted on 23 October 

2014. 

• Students were excited as they got on their mobile 

devices to do research  

• Scope of content was less but deep learning was 

achieved along with multiple modes of assessments. 

• School values like Respect and Responsibility brought 

into speeches got students to see global issues  

• Students were enabled with research skills useful for 

their future careers 

• More planning was required for the final product to 

incorporate both geography and art learning 

objectives. 

Next year, GART will be renamed HEART (Humanities, 

English and Art). This collaboration will create a holistic 

experience for the Secondary 2 students to better prepare 

them for the 21st century.  

 

This programme merges YMCA School’s values-driven 

curricula and Art Costa’s 16 Habits of Mind to realize 

MOE’s 21st Century Competencies.  

 

Our students will have a chance to learn life skills, and 

other exciting activities like a Community Involvement 

Programme, Photography, Mindmapping, Research 

Skills, Presentation Skills, Writing Reviews, and Critical 

Thinking. These skills will be propelled through the 

foundations of life changing values like Compassion and 

Respect. 
ABRAHAM HO 

EDITOR 

Introduction to GART 

Learning Points 

GART Revamped to HEART 

Li Jiaqi presenting his postcard design on Deforestation 

Learning made FUN through GART 

Customised speech crafting worksheets 

to guide the students  
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The best way to predict the future is to create it. 
-- ABRAHAM LINCOLN 

This is the first interdisciplinary Geography-cum-Art 

project for the students. Many students felt nervous 

because it was an individual project and they had to 

show their design development process. Although they 

spent weeks reading advertisements related to nature 

conservation and liked the designer’s ideas, coming up 

with good ideas on their own was a different ball game. 

As such, the first few weeks were filled with mobile 

phone image researching, brainstorming, discussing with 

classmates and thumbnail sketching moments.  

  

During the process of idea development, the students 

had to confront rejections when their proposed ideas 

were unsatisfactory. But the moment of great satisfaction 

came when they came up with original and creative 

ideas! Students then experimented with a variety of 

colour schemes that best reflect the intended message. 

This project was a test of their perseverance, and their 

efforts are commendable.    

  

A challenge faced in the course of this project was time 

constraint. The students had to be self-disciplined to  

follow the timeline conscientiously. Bringing students 

through the process of Art requires some time. It was an 

uphill task for them to draw the links between Geography 

and Art to ensure that their messages were consistent. I 

must say that the all the students had great satisfaction 

in completing their projects. 
 

DAWN LIN 

ART TEACHER 

GART Project: Redefining YMCA’s Art Programme 

Our Art Teacher Shares Her Experience In This Programme 

Art work done by Lin Sicheng,  Class Excellence (Secondary 2) 

Concept Design Actual Postcard Design (Back) 

Actual Postcard Design (Front) 
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You are never too old to set another goal or dream a new dream. 
-- C.S. Lewis 

Our second Learning Journey on 27 August this year 

brought us to the Alive! Museum at Suntec City Mall. 

We were treated to many trick art paintings on the 

walls and installations that made use of the art of 3D 

painting techniques to create specific parts that look 

real from certain viewpoints, tricking us to experience 

both illusion and reality at the same time.  

  

For many of the students and teachers, this was the 

first time visiting a trick art exhibition and we had fun 

acting out the roles in different situations. It 

challenged us to think creatively as it was a challenge 

to shift into an accurate position in some paintings in 

order to have the photographs taken convincingly 

from the right viewpoint.  

  

It was also a great opportunity for the students, 

teachers and staff to bond together outside the school 

as we helped one another take photographs and also 

to take photographs together.  

 

The response from this learning journey was very 

positive. Some of the students lamented that more 

time could have been catered for them to take 

photographs.  
DAWN LIN 

ART TEACHER 

Tricking the Eyes to Believe 

Quick stop the water flowing! 

Help! Our house is flying! 

My pet elephant  is lifting me up! Stroking my pet giraffe 
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There is no substitute for hard work. 
-- THOMAS EDISON 

In a bid to enhance our school’s vision of holistic 

education, our games day is organised annually to 

promote a healthy lifestyle. More than 100 students from 

our school gathered at the lush green landscape on 18 

July at Bishan Park. Buses were catered for our students 

to bring them to the park. Weather conditions were 

perfect as the sun shone brightly with adequate cloud 

cover and slight winds.  

 

Our students were taught how to play a traditional game, 

‘hantam bola’. In this game, students are required to 

work in teams to eliminate members of another team by 

hitting their arms or legs with the ball. Our students also 

played Ultimate Frisbee while waiting for the mini 

competition. 

 

 

 

It is an eye opener for all teachers as we were treated to 

a time outside the classroom to bond with our students. 

Seeing the students relaxed and running freely reminded 

us how it is like to be young and full of life.  

 

We ended the day with a prize presentation for the 

winning teams and debrief by our Principal. While it was 

a games day for the students, it was a learning journey 

for our teachers as we have uncovered much about our 

students in just a few hours at the park. Perhaps one 

day, we could conduct our lessons at the garden to give 

our students a different, fun learning environment. 

 
ABRAHAM HO 

EDITOR 

Healthy Bodies, Healthy Minds 

Getting to know students from various classes  

A group photo to seal those good memories 

Liu Jinming’s million dollar smile 
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Logic will get you from A to Z, imagination will get you anywhere. 
-- ALBERT EINSTEIN 

Practical Skills for Science 

In the month of June, Students Take Time Out For Science Practical 

In the month of June, during the mid-year school break, 

whilst many students would have taken a break from 

books to go on holiday or to enjoy other pursuits, our 

students headed to the science laboratory to engage in a 

different learning experience. 

  

Practical work is an essential component of science 

teaching and learning, for the aim of developing students’ 

knowledge about science. 

  

To give maximum exposure to each student and for each 

to gain the necessary practical experience, the 11 and 

22-month classes were split in batches and rostered in 

shifts. This allowed each student to familiarise 

themselves with handling the laboratory apparatus. 

  

The teachers briefly summarised the theory behind the 

practical lessons. They demonstrated the correct 

handling techniques of apparatus and recording 

instruments. This was followed by a full demonstration to 

ensure that the steps are closely followed.  

 

In summary, the practical work was aimed at: 

• motivating pupils, by stimulating interest and 

enjoyment  

• teaching laboratory skills  

• enhancing the learning of scientific knowledge  

• giving insight into scientific methods and developing 

expertise in using it  

• developing 'scientific attitudes', such as open-

mindedness and objectivity 

 

 
MR GUNASELAN 

SCIENCE TEACHER 

 

 

A Physics practical lesson on Electricity with 

students computing answers 

Students engaged in a collaborative effort during a 

Chemistry practical lesson 

A pupil recording her observations for a Chemistry experiment 
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The journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step. 
-- LAO TZU 

YMCA School’s Christmas Party was held at 

the YMCA auditorium on 12 November 2014 

for students and staff.  

 

This year, the centerpiece of the hall was the 

Christmas tree. A huge thanks to YMCA 

Building Services and Housekeeping 

Departments for chipping in to set up and 

decorate such a beautiful Christmas tree.  

 

Our students also brought gifts for the gift 

exchange. After placing their gifts at the 

bottom of the tree, familiar Christmas Carols 

were sung. 

 

After lunch, our students were treated to two 

activities: Burst the Balloon and Dress the 

Christmas Tree. 

 

Students were put in teams and tasked to 

dress their very own Christmas Tree. 

Students had a ball of a time unleashing their 

creative juices to transform their friend into 

the perfect Christmas Tree. 

 

YMCA School would also like to take this time 

to wish all our students a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year! 
ABRAHAM HO 

EDITOR 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Party at YMCA School 

‘Tis The Season To Be Jolly, With Presents, Food and Fun 
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The art of being wise is the art of knowing what to overlook. 
-- WILLIAM JAMES 

School Calendar of Events 2015 

Preparatory Class Schedule 

All students are to note that the dates and events are tentative and should double confirm with the school. 

AEIS and S-AEIS dates are tentative and might be subject to change by MOE. Please refer to website for 

more information.  

EVENT DATE 

Chinese New Year  19 – 20 Feb 

Good Friday   3 Apr 

Labour Day  1 May 

Vesak Day  1 June 

Hari Raya Puasa  17 Jul 

Youth Day  in lieu 27 Jul 

National Day  in lieu 10 Aug 

Teachers Day  4 Sep 

Hari Raya Haji  24 Sep 

Deepavali*  subject to change 10 Nov 

 

School Holidays for All Students 

TERM EVENT DATE 

1 

Start of School Term 2 Jan 

Test Week (Test 1) 26 – 30 Jan 

Test Week (Test 2) 23 – 27 Feb 

SAEIS 25 – 26 Feb 

End of School Term 13 Mar 

2 

Start of School Term 16 Mar 

Test Week (Test 1) 6 – 10 Apr 

Test Week (Test 2) 4 – 8 May 

End of School Term 22 May 

3 

Start of School Term 25 May 

Test Week (Test 1) 15 – 19 June 

Test Week (Test 2) 13 – 15 July 

End of School Term 31 July 

4 

Start of School Term 3 Aug 

Test Week (Test 1) 24 – 28 Aug 

Test Week (Test 2) 21 – 25 Sep 

AEIS  Not released 

End of School Term 9 Oct 

5 

Start of school Term 12 Oct 

Test Week (Test 1) 2 – 6 Nov 

Test Week (Test 2) 30 Nov – 4 Dec 

End of School Term 18 Dec 
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Today a reader, tomorrow a leader. 
-- MARGRET FULLER 

Academic Class Schedule 

School Calendar of Events 2015 

TERM EVENT DATE 

1 

Start of School Term  2 Jan 

Chinese New Year Party PM 18 Feb 

Continual Assessment 1 
All Academic 
Classes 

23 – 27 Feb 

Marking Day for CA1 
All Academic 
Classes 

2 Mar 

Meet the Parent / Guardian Session 1 AM 13 Mar 

Term 1 Break  14 – 22 Mar 

2 

School Camp 
All Academic 
Classes 

8 – 10 Apr 

Learning Journey 1 PM 24 Apr 

Semestral Assessment 1 
All Academic 
Classes 

4, 7 – 8,  
11 - 14 May 

Marking Day 
All Academic 
Classes 

15 May 

Meet the Parent / Guardian Session 2 AM 29 May 

Term 2 Break  30 May – 28 Jun 

3 

Sports Day PM 16 July 

Preliminary Oral Examinations 11 Month 7 Aug 

Learning Journey 2 PM 3 Sep 

Term 3 Break  5 – 13 Sep 

4 

Preliminary Examinations 11 Month 
17 – 18, 21 – 23 
Sep 

Marking Day 11 Month 25 Sep 

Graduation Day 11 Month /  PM 8 Oct 

Semestral Assessment 2  16, 19 – 23 Oct 

Marking Day 
22 Month / Acad 
Sec 2 

26 Oct 

Christmas Party PM 11 Nov 

Meet the Parent / Guardian Session 3 AM 13 Nov 

Term 4 Break  14 Nov – 31 Dec 

 All students are to note that the dates and events are tentative and should double confirm with the school.  

O level timetables are not inclusive as dates have not been confirmed at time of print. The dates of the 

Science Practical lessons will be confirmed at a later date.    
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