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On 13 March 2013, we had a learning 
journey to the Maritime Experiential 
Museum at Resorts World Singapore, 
Sentosa.  

Our trip back in time began along the 
ancient Maritime Silk Route where we 
saw various cultural artefacts from the 
countries of the time from the Jiangxi 
ceramics to the world famous 
Terracotta warriors.  

The most interesting artefact that I 
came across was the Vietnamese 
water-puppet theatre, which originated 
in the 11th century. These puppet 
shows were performed when the rice 
fields were flooded during harvest 
time, and the shows were usually 
based on the folktales of the 
Vietnamese people.  

From the Maritime museum, we had 
the opportunity to step into the South 
East Asian (S.E.A) Aquarium where 
we were introduced to the various 
species of fish and sea jellies. In the 
viewing hall, we saw how all the 
different species of fishes, manta rays 
and sting rays interacted with each 
other. It was a breath-taking sight to 
behold.  

From my time at the Maritime 
museum, I learnt that every country 
has its own unique culture and that we 
should respect all cultures of this 
world.  

Learning Journey  

Students admiring the artefacts 
 

“What is the answer?” 

A panoramic view of the fishes 
 

Serious photography in progress… 
 

By       : Zhang Xinmei 
Class  : Excellence  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YMCA Adventure Camp 2013  

Our YMCA Adventure Camp 2013 was from 27 
– 29 March and it was a fun-filled three days at 
the MOE Changi Coast Adventure Centre.  

On the first day, it was all about conquering the 
fear of heights. I had to come down from the top 
floor in the abseiling activity, and right after that, 
I climbed the rock wall to try to reach the top. In 
the high element activity, I walked on a wire 
suspended high in the air with my partner. We 
had to clasp our hands together. This required a 
lot of teamwork between the two of us as we 
had to move together to get to the end of the 
line and we eventually completed it.   

On our second day, we went into the sea for our 
rafting and kayaking activities. We had to use 
logs and empty water barrels to build our own 
raft and eventually tested the raft by paddling it 
out into the open sea. The kayaking activity was 
fun, although I was quite tired by the end of it. 
We ended the second day with a campfire 
where we all had fun singing and cheering, 
especially when our teachers and staff 
performed for us.  

I had fun during this camp and I learnt the 
importance of teamwork and resilience. The 
memories of those days will always be in my 
heart.  

The most important educational goal is learning to learn. 
- Luis Alberto Machado - 
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By      : Ivan Kosasih 
Class : Respect 

This is the way we row 
our boats… 

Scaling the rock wall  

Teamwork in action!  

Campfire fun!  

Students engaging in the activities  

Camp Booster   

As a follow up to their camp experience, 
the students were put through a camp 
booster on 5 April from 1 – 5pm. The focus 
was on what they had learnt about 
teamwork and communication, and how 
they would apply it to their daily lives. The 
students also reflected on their camp 
experience in their groups.  

Teachers Pearlene (left) and 

Abraham leading the way 

Teachers Pearlene (left) and 
Abraham leading the way 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal’s Message  

 

YMCA School celebrates its 100th  
Anniversary this year. We have come 
a long way since 1913 when YMCA 
started courses in Technical 
Education like Building Construction 
and Architecture.  

In 1990, YMCA started to take in ‘O’ 
Level students who wished to repeat 
their examinations. It became well-
known as a “second-chance” school, 
providing an alternative pathway for 
local students to complete their 
secondary education. Over the years, 
with Singapore being a popular choice 
for education, YMCA started to accept 
international students.  

Whatever we do in YMCA School, is 

done in the interest of our students. 

My teachers and I believe that 

education is not only about developing 

the mind academically, but it also 

involves developing the students 

socially, physically, aesthetically and 

imbuing in them values and a sense of 

responsibility to the community.  

 
We want our students to experience 
success, to be resilient and not give 
up; to discover their talents; to learn to 
serve and to make lasting friendships 
beyond the classroom.  It is a joy to 
see both local and international 
students studying and playing side by 
side living out the lessons of team-
work, co-operation and camaraderie. 

We look forward to the continued 
support of our parents, present and 
past students and friends in the work 
we do in YMCA School. 

Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow. 
- Albert Einstein- 
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CNY Lunch  

Celebration 2013   

This year’s Chinese New Year 
(CNY) Lunch was held on 22 
February. The event was run by 
the students who covered 
everything from being the 
comperes, performers singing 
their hearts out as well as 
organising the game segments.  

At the end of the fun and 
games, the students ate a 
sumptuous meal and went off 
happy and full!  

  

Figuring out how  to play the game  

One of the performers, 
Xiong Jiachen  

 
Games Day  

YMCA School’s Games Day was held at Cairnhill Community 
Centre on 22 May 2013. The students were divided into 6 
groups and they participated in various telematch-type 
activities such as biting the apple with their hands behind 
their backs, balancing a ping pong ball on a spoon whilst 
attempting to bounce a ball and circling five rounds of the 
hula hoop with their waists. The highlight of the day was the 
Dodgeball competition where the students’ competitive streak 
came alive in three very exciting games. The winning team 
then played against the teachers’ team and the students 
came out winners in that match.  In her closing remarks, Mrs 
Helen Tan commended the students on their enthusiasm and 
sportsmanship throughout the Games Day. It was definitely a 
day of fun and laughter for both the students, teachers and 
staff of YMCA School.  

                                                    

Look at us having fun!  



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

It’s not the will to win that matters 
It’s the will to prepare that makes the difference ! 
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School Calendar  

• 7 Aug : Prelim English Oral Exam 

• 8 & 9 Aug : Hari Raya Puasa and National 

Day Holiday 

• 31 Aug: Prelim Science Practical 

• 6 Sep : Teachers’ Day Holiday 

• 16 – 27 Sep: Prelim Examinations 

• 30 Sep and 8 Nov: Marking Day – No School 

for Academic Classes 

• 28 Oct – 7 Nov: SA2 

• 23 Nov – 31 Dec : School Holidays 

 

The best way to predict your future is to create it. 
- Abraham Lincoln - 

Centennial Celebrations  
 
• 100th Anniversary Celebration Dinner on 

31 July 2013 at Grand Copthorne 

Waterfront Hotel.  Call 6586 2222 to 

purchase tickets 

 

• All ex-students from YMCA School are 

invited to join our Alumni. Please email 

eductr@ymca.edu.sg for enquiries. 

Chinese Language Debate 2013  

On 1 April, YMCA School organised its Chinese 
Language Speech and Debate showcase. The 
students showcased their public speaking and 
debating skills in front of their peers and 
teachers. Ma Yujun, YMCA School’s 
representative for the Plain Mandarin Speaking 
Competition did a very eloquent speech on the 
importance of having supportive people in your 
life.  

The teams debated on the topic “Process is more 
important than the outcome” and had a very lively 
verbal sparring session. In the end, the 
proposition won based on their point that “it is 
only through participating in the process that 
would give the person a valuable, enriching 
experience.” Here’s looking to the next year’s 
showcase! 

Ma Yujun giving 
her speech  

Our debaters making 
their points  

YMCA School  
Centennial Collaterals 

As part of YMCA School 
Centennial Celebrations, 
a specially designed 
Centennial T-shirt was 
produced.  

We also published our 
very own YMCA School 
calendar. Look out for 
more exciting Centennial 
items such as our YMCA 
School cookbook which is 
slated to be published in 
the later part of the year.  

 

Our Centennial T -shirt  

Our Centennial Calendar  

Spotlight on … Zhou Shisheng  

Zhou Shisheng from 2012’s Honesty 
class garnered an excellent ‘O’ Level 
result of 9 points!  

Described by his teachers as a 
determined and self-motivated learner, 
Shisheng attributed his accomplishment 
to the teachers at YMCA school who 
consistently pushed him on as he 
prepared for his ‘O’ levels.  

All of us at YMCA School would like to 
wish Shisheng all the best for his future 
endeavours! 


