
P3 /  2017 POLY VISIT 

22-mth and 11-mth 
cohort visited the various 
Polytechnics for their 
Open House.

P4 /  CNY CELEBRATIONS
A myriad of performances and 
activities which included dance 
performances, singing recitals 
and games.

P7 /  LEARNING JOURNEY
A half day outdoor activity at 
the Changi Point Coastal Walk. 
Students got closer to nature.

P8 /  2017 SCHOOL CAMP 

3D 2N event of the year at the 
Camp Challenge Sembawang 
Campsite.

Balancing New
Technology
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nexerc 
tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl 
ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequatduis 
autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in 
vulputate velit esse molestie consequat.

YMCA of Singapore held its annual Flag Day 

on 18 March 2017 to raise funds for the 

YMCA Silver Fiesta, a community 

programme targeted at the Silver 

Generation. It was a whole day affair 

and for many of us, it was our first time 

participating in the YMCA Flag Day event. 

One of the challenges that I faced was to 

overcome my fear of approaching 

It was a positive and memorable 
experience for me and my classmates.

“
”

strangers for donations, given that I am 

naturally introverted. It was fortunate that 

we could pair up with a classmate and 

work towards our goal of soliciting 

donations from the public.  

We encountered many people who 

donated generously. Moreover, working 

closely with my classmates has enabled me 

to understand them better. All in all, it was 

a positive and memorable experience for 

me and my classmates.    

Flag Day 2017

Ding Jiaxin

JAN - JUN 2017

    ConnectY A  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  Y M C A  S C H O O L YMCA SCHOOL



I

2

Y CONNECT

On the other hand, time is the 
arch-enemy to hypocrites because 
distorted facts and hidden intentions 
will eventually come to light. 

It is my hope that all of us, both students 
and staff will chart our lives based on 
exemplary principles and values and be 
virtuous individuals for all to emulate.

On behalf of the teachers and staff 
of YMCA School, I wish all of 
you blessed health and thank you 
for your continued support.  

Have a good read!

William Tan 
Principal

A person who complains looks misera-
ble. People who are inclined to complain 
will find all kinds of reasons to do so, no 
matter what the outcome may be. Their 
excuses could range from their family 
background, their colleagues or even 
their loved ones letting them down. 
As these people have no principles or 
values, all they can offer are excuses.

In order to remain steadfast without 
looking for excuses, one must define 
one’s life principles and values. Living 
life without principles and values is like 
travelling to an unknown location with-
out proper direction. 

Therefore, people 
without principles and 
values lose their way 
and waste time. 

Adherence to principles and values can 
sometimes feel like there is more to 
lose in the short run. However, time 
will be your best friend and the most 
steadfast supporter to those who live 
life according to sound principles and 
values. They may not immediately see 
the benefits but they will definitely reap 
long-term gains. 

Principal’smessage

  t has been a very encouraging start to 
the year of 2017. 

I have noticed that the students are 
getting more involved and are readily 
participating in both school-based and 
YMCA community service programmes. 
The students are able to resonate 
with these programmes and realise 
their importance towards their holistic 
development.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all the teachers 
and support staff for working tirelessly 
behind the scenes to spearhead all these 
activities for our students. 

In this message, I would like to share my 
reflection on the importance of prin-
ciples and values. 

We must self-reflect if we have erred. 
Even if we feel we may have compelling 
excuses, we must take responsibility for 
our choices and actions. Using excuses 
to defend your actions is the worst op-
tion:
 
“If I had more money, I could 
have made it.” 
  
“If I had more support, I could 
have done better”.

The list goes on and on.

Mr William Tan

Below - Mr Tan checking off a 
student’s list of items during the 
Changi Point Walk activity.
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“If I cannot do great things, I can do small things in a great way” - Martin Luther King Jr

Visit to Polytechnic Open HouseJAN

On 6 January 2017, students 

from the 22-mth and 11-mth 

cohort visited the various 

Polytechnics for their Open 

House. There were guided 

tours led by the students 

from Singapore Polytech-

“The opportunity to view first-hand the state-of-the-art facilities.”

nic, Ngee Ann Polytechnic  

and Temasek Polytechnic.  

The students learnt more 

about campus life and expe-

rienced hands-on learning 

through the seminars and 

exhibitions.  They also had 

the opportunity to view first-

hand state-of-the-art facili-

ties housed within the cam-

puses and innovative projects 

initiated by the students. 

~ Gunaseelan

Above: Students from Respect class posing at Temasek Polytechnic

Below: 22-mth Respect 
class students observing 

how pneumatics work in an 
engineering lab

Above - 11-mth Honesty class students 
listening to a talk on dining etiquette 
in the School of Business at 
Ngee Ann Polytechnic
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YMCA School ushered in the 

“Year of the Rooster” with a lunch  

reception on 10 February 2017. 

There were a myriad of performances 

and activities which included dance  

performances, singing recitals and 

games. It even showcased a student 

presenting an item on the guzheng! I 

was the co-host during the Chinese New 

Year celebrations and my role was to  

introduce the performers and their 

performances. Although I was very 

nervous, I felt honoured to be selected 

to be the emcee for this event. I even 

had the opportunity to participate in a  

song performance with my school-

mates. Despite my lacklustre perform-

ance, I was glad that I performed and 

showcased my passion in music. We 

ended the celebration with a game 

of riddle guessing and I could tell that 

everyone was having lots of fun. I 

look forward to future school events 

and I hope that I can once again be  

selected as an emcee. When 

that time comes; I will be 

ready to entertain everyone!   

~ Watanabe Ayaka

“It even showcased 
a student playing 
the guzheng!”

YMCA School  
Chinese New Year Celebrations

FEB

Above - Solo item by Li Shangze from 
Excellence class

Above - Gao Huiwen from Excellence class 
presenting an item on the guzheng

Below - CNY dance performance by Mdm Xiao and students from Compassion class
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“People of excellence go the extra mile to do what’s right.” - Joel Osteen

On 1 February 2017, staff and students 

from YMCA School paid tribute to the 

late Dr Robert Loh, who passed away on 

31 January 2017 at the age of 91. The 

condolences were mounted on three 

tribute boards and displayed at Mem-

bership Services at Level 1. We would 

like to thank Dr Robert Loh for his con-

tributions to the YMCA of Singapore.

~ William Tan

YMCA School pays tribute to Dr Robert LohFEB

Left- The three tribute boards 
displayed at Membership Services.

On 27 February 2017, YMCA School held 

its Annual Mandarin Speaking Awards 

(MSA) Competition in the Lee Kong Chi-

an Auditorium. Teachers and students 

were blown away by the phenomenal 

speeches made by the nine contest-

ants from the various cohorts with Lin 

Yucong from Honesty class clinching the 

top prize. This event aims to sharpen 

communication skills, build self-confi-

dence amongst the youth in the use of 

Mandarin and all the student competi-

tors agreed that it was a good platform 

for them to practice public speaking. 

~ Kelly Huang

  

“Teachers and students were blown 
away by the phenomenal speeches made 
by the nine contestants.”

2017 YMCA School Mandarin Speaking 
Awards (MSA) Competition

FEB

Above, contestants - L to R: Lin Yucong, Li Shuqi, Ma Jingya, Cao Jiayi, Wang Zhouyu
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The finals of the 2017 YMCA School Plain English Speaking 

Awards (PESA) Competition was held on 17 April during the 

school assembly. PESA is organised as part of the school’s ef-

forts to provide a holistic experience to all students, and to 

expose the students to the use of English Language via public 

speaking.

12 students from both the Academic and Preparatory classes 

participated in the preliminary rounds with the top eight stu-

dents moving on to compete in the grand finals. The speakers 

touched on topics such as handphone addiction, the benefits 

of reading versus watching television and someone who in-

“The students touched on 
topics which influenced their 
lives most.”

Plain English Speaking Awards (PESA)APR

Left - 
Mrs Helen Tan &
the participants

At the end of November 2016, YMCA School submitted an 

additional 28 student award diaries to the NYAA Secretariat 

and the submissions were all recognised to have attained the 

National Youth Achievement Award (NYAA) Bronze. To date, 

YMCA School has a total of 53 students who have attained 

the NYAA-Bronze in 2016. 

Mr Lo Chee Wen, General Secretary of the YMCA of Singa-

pore, presented the certificates to the 28 student recipients 

during the Monday Assembly on 6 March to recognise their 

efforts and perseverance in attaining the award. The stu-

dents were treated to a sumptuous lunch reception after the 

award presentation ceremony.  ~ Valentino Chan

2017 NYAA Presentation CeremonyMAR

“A total of 53 students have attained the NYAA-Bronze to date.”

Above - Mr Lo posing together with the 
recipients in a group shot

fluenced their lives most. All the participants spoke with con-

fidence and received much encouragement with cheers and 

claps from their schoolmates.

It was a nail-biting finish with Zhang Wuji from Compassion 

class clinching the top spot from Li Xinghong from Respect 

class, who emerged first runner-up. The second runner-up was 

Watanabe Ayaka from Respect class.  ~ Gunaseelan
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“If you don’t have time to do it right, when will you have the time to do it over?” - Hunter S. Thompson

The Changi Point Broadwalk was the 

venue for the Learning Journey that 

was held on 21 April 2017. The students 

gathered on a hot sunny afternoon for a 

coastal walk along the Changi Point. 

It was both an ecological cum nature ap-

preciation exercise where the students 

had to look out for items of interest such 

as certain flora, fauna and iconic land-

marks along the trail. 

The students had to provide photo-

graphic evidence of the items that they 

had spotted to qualify for attractive food 

vouchers for their teams. 

They were also tasked to pick up any lit-

ter which may have been washed ashore 

or left by picnickers along the beach or 

footpaths. Prizes were given to the team 

that had collected the heaviest amount 

of litter.   

It was followed by a food competition 

where students visited the stalls at the 

Changi Village Hawker Centre, a well-

known food haunt, to acquaint them-

selves and discover the wide variety of 

local hawker fare. This gave the students 

an idea of the local cuisine enjoyed by 

the different races in Singapore. 

It was an exciting afternoon spent 

at the eastern part of Singapore and 

we thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. 

~ Gunaseelan 

Learning Journey – Changi Point Coastal WalkAPR

“It was both an ecological cum nature  
appreciation exercise.”

L-R- Willie Edward, Chawit Pornsa-
wanwong and Lin Yucong enjoy-
ing desserts at the Changi Village 
Hawker Centre

Top - Ke Jinhan and Cao Jiayi collecting litter

Students overjoyed  with the walk

Below - Principal William Tan addressing the restless students

2017 NYAA Presentation Ceremony
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More than 80 students from YMCA 

School attended the annual School 

Adventure Camp which was held 

from 5 to 7 April 2017 at the Camp 

Challenge Sembawang Campsite. 

Li Xinghong getting ready for water activities
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“Do your best, and be a little better than you are.” - Gordon B. Hinckley

The 3D2N residential camp allowed the 

students to adjust to new routines and 

be more independent. There were new 

activities added to the programme this 

year such as the archery tag and laser 

combat. Together with the other out-

“The students  
displayed their  
resilience & had a 
great time bonding 
with one another.”

2017  YMCA School Adventure CampAPR

door activities which included high el-

ements, kayaking and rafting, the stu-

dents displayed their resilience and had 

a great time bonding with one another.  

~ Amos Lee

Below - Staff and students in a merry group  shot

Above - Chinentaropas Thitichot from Patience class enjoying 
the canoe ride

Above - Chen Jiani from Honesty class experiencing 
the high elements

Above - Students doing archery tag
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Seven students from the YMCA School 

Music Ministry were given the oppor-

tunity to lead worship and showcase 

their musical talents during the GROW 

session that was held on Tuesday, 

16 May 2017 at Tan Chin Tuan (TCT) 

Room 1.  They performed two songs 

“How Great is our God” and “Be with 

You” in front of staff and delegates 

who were here to attend the East 

Asia YMCA Urban Network (EAYUN) 

conference from 15 to 18 May 2017.  

~ William Tan

Leading worship at GROWMAY

“Opportunity to lead worship & showcase 
their talents.”

Above - The YMCA School Music Ministry sang during the GROW session

The Y Makan Fellowship is held monthly 

to bring cheer to the elderly by treating 

them to a sumptuous meal and having 

interactions with youth befrienders. It is 

a session of singing, games and other fun 

activities. I volunteered for the Y Makan 

Fellowship on Saturday, 22 April 2017 

and it provided me with an opportunity 

to make friends with the elderly. I learnt 

a lot of things that day. I realised that 

the people whom you love will leave you 

one day. It is a sad truth but this is life. 

Going through this session has made me 

value and respect my elderly grandpar-

ents and relatives even more. I would 

like to encourage everyone to spend 

more time with their loved ones and 

cherish them when they are still around. 

~ Ezra Bryan

2017  Y Makan FellowshipAPR

“I learnt a lot of things that day.”

Below - An opportunity to make 
friends with the elderly
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“Anything worth doing, is worth doing right.” - Hunter S. Thompson

School Calendar of Events2017

All students are to note that the dates and events are correct at time of printing and should confirm with the school.  
*denotes tentative date (Please refer to the MOE website for AEIS details).
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